
 NEWSFLASH……Update from Ken Houston,            

Chair of the East Oakland Beautification Council  

June 10, 2014 

 
 
Hello, Members and Participants. 
 
First, we are pleased to announce the next meeting of the East Oakland Beautification 
Council (EOBC) that will be held on June 30, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. at the Stella Room at 
the Oracle Area located at 7000 Coliseum Way in Oakland, California.  We invite you to 
attend and to bring your personal commitments to the Council for further discussion.  
 

As we reported last month, the East Oakland Beautification Council (EOBC) launched 

the first of five stages on attacking graffiti and illegal dumping within our “Footprint” 

along the San Leandro Street corridor.  Operation Clean Sweep began at the Oakland-

San Leandro border and expanded to 69th Avenue, totaling 2.25 miles of property 

applying fresh paint on fences, buildings, columns and street fixtures.  The photos 

below show “before” and “after” shots of one of 18 locations that were swept clean by 

the EOBC.   

 

 
San Leandro Corridor - Before  

 

 
San Leandro Corridor - After  
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San Leandro Corridor - Before  

 

 
 

 
San Leandro Corridor - Before  

 

 
San Leandro Corridor - After  

 

 

 

 
San Leandro Corridor - After  

 

 
Operation Clean Sweep removed 90% of the illegal graffiti along the San Leandro 
Street Corridor.  Since the cleanup, few taggers have returned to retaliate and reclaim 
the area with tagging, but thanks to the EOBC Eradication Team, Randall Matthews, 
and Erase of Public Works who helped monitor and clean up the re-defaced areas, the 
graffiti has been removed daily.  This sweep has changed the face of San Leandro 
Street from the BART station to the San Leandro border. 
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We had two major gross dumping incidents in the Footprint that were secured and 

monitored by the EOBC’s Citizen’s Crime Scene Task Force and the Alameda District 

Attorney, the first on 66th Avenue and Industrial Road, where dumpers left 

construction materials and household goods behind; the second on Railroad Road 

where a 27-foot boat was left in the middle of the street filled with trash!   

 

 
Railroad Road Citizen's Crime Scene  

 

 

 
Railroad Road Citizen's Crime Scene  

 
Railroad Road Citizen's Crime Scene  
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The Citizen’s Crime Scene Task Force and DA’s office collected evidence for 

investigation and prosecution while Public Works did another speedy job of cleaning 

up the trash in these two spots.  Our thanks goes out to Jeff Van Eck and Frank Foster 

for supervising these cleanups.   

 

The EOBC will continue to move forward with the five stages of the graffiti abatement 

in the District 7 Footprint, which are: 

 

 Operation Clean Sweep 

 Operation Erase and Buff 

 Operation Shine 

 Operation Maintain 

 Operation Prosecution 

 

We will discuss these five stages of graffiti removal strategy at our next meeting on 
June 30th. 
 
With your support, we will continue to make enormous strides in cleaning up the 
designated areas in District 7.  Once the blight in the Footprint has been contained, we 
will move the Eradication Team to other badly blighted areas of Oakland.  Meanwhile, 
outside the District 7 Footprint, Councilmember Noel Gallo and Ken Houston joined 
forces with the Union Pacific Railroad to clean up a heavy blighted area on 47th 
Avenue and San Leandro Street in District 5.   
 
We thank and support Noel Gallo, our EOBC member, for engaging with the Oakland 
Youth Outreach to remove the graffiti from brick warehouses along Interstate 880 
near 23rd Avenue -- buildings that have been defaced with graffiti for years.  This effort 
adds to the eradication of illegal dumping and graffiti within our city.  The EOBC 
members should all be proud of this great start and continued momentum to end 
blight – an issue that has been absent from the spotlight for years, but is a reality 
which affects the growth and health of Oakland.   
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Last but not least, the Clarion Hotel on Edes Avenue in Oakland reached out to the 
EOBC for assistance in cleaning and abating the rampant graffiti on their building.  The 
Clarion is by far the worst blighted hotel in Oakland, and its owners have been 
unsuccessful in their attempts to stop the vandalism.  Indeed, the graffiti was so 
prolific that the Clarion was featured on KPIX news on June 8, 2014.   
 
The Clarion is just outside the District 7 Footprint, but the EOBC agreed to adopt the 
hotel to bring this property back to life so that it will once again be habitable.  Cleaning 
the areas surrounding the Oakland Airport and the Oakland Coliseum, which is within 
the District 7 Footprint, is crucial for improving the image of Oakland, given that 
travelers stay overnight in lodging near the airport, and guests from all over attend 
events at the Coliseum.  In order to improve the image of Oakland, the hotels need to 
be free of blight. 
 
We look forward to seeing all of you at our next meeting on June 30, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
at the Oracle Arena Stella Room.  We welcome your feedback concerning our efforts 
to end graffiti and blight.  It is because of your support that the EOBC has achieved this 
success toward a better Oakland. 
 
 
Ken Houston 
Chair of the East Oakland Beautification Council 
 


